
 

 

 
A TWO-PART SERIES ON TERRORISM 

PREMIERING AT 10PM ON PBS SEPTEMBER 12 and 19, 2005  
 

On the front lines of the war on terrorism there are no scripts, no rehearsals. 
This two-part series of Fred Friendly Seminars reflects that hard reality as it examines the most pressing matter of the 

war: preparing for the next attack.  In a riveting scenario, a panel of distinguished experts tackles tough questions 
that cut to the heart of America’s vulnerability, as well as its strengths. 

 
This is real “reality TV” in the acclaimed Fred Friendly tradition. 

 
PROGRAM ONE: BioAttack 

 
One of the most dreaded weapons in the terrorist’s arsenal can be delivered in a paper envelope. Vividly exploring 
situations that public officials, health care workers, and law enforcement personnel would have to confront in the 
event of a biological attack, a panel of experts wrestles with questions that have gone largely unanswered in the 
public record: Who among America’s leadership is in charge of the response? Who gets medical treatment, and who 
decides? Must the city be quarantined? Will people be prohibited from leaving?  Moderated by ABC News Chief Legal 
Correspondent Cynthia McFadden, this program lays bare the central issues of homeland security and the possibility 
that a biological attack would turn America into a much different place overnight.  
 
Panelists include: 
 
o Susan Allan, M.D., J.D., Public Health Director, State of Oregon; former Arlington County, Va. Public Health 

Director 
o Wilmer Alvarez, Director of Preparedness Programs, National Center for Disaster Preparedness, Mailman School 

of Public Health, Columbia University 
o Richard Clarke, Former senior White House Advisor; Chairman, Good Harbor Consulting LLC; on-air consultant 

for ABC News; and author, Against All Enemies  
o James Gilmore, Former Governor, Commonwealth of Virginia; Partner, Kelley Drye & Warren LLP; Chairman, 

National Council on Readiness and Preparedness; President, USA Secure 
o David Goldschmitt, M.D. FACEP, Chief of Emergency Medicine, NYU Downtown Hospital, New York City 
o Jerome Hauer, Senior Vice President, Co-Chair, Homeland Security Practice, Fleishman-Hillard Government 

Relations; Former Senior Advisor to the Secretary for National Security and Emergency Management, US 
Department of Health and Human Services; Former Director, Mayor’s Office of Emergency Management, The City 
of New York  

o Martin O’Malley, Mayor of Baltimore 
o Charles Ramsey, District of Columbia Chief of Police 
o Congressman Charles B. Rangel, New York 
o Warren Rudman, Former Senator, New Hampshire; Of Counsel, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP; 

former Co-Chair, U.S. Commission on National Security/21st Century; and former Chairman, President's Foreign 
Intelligence Advisory Board 

o Frank Sesno, George Mason University Professor of Public Policy and Communication; and CNN Special 
Correspondent 

o Jake Tapper, Correspondent, ABC News 
o Dale Watson, Former Executive Assistant Director for Counter-Terrorism and Counter-Intelligence, Federal 

Bureau of Investigation; and Principal, Booz Allen Hamilton 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

PROGRAM TWO: City Under Siege 
 
A prolonged series of terrorist attacks could seriously endanger America’s stability. In this City Under Siege, moderator 
and Harvard Law School professor Charles Ogletree compels a team of experts to wrestle with a frightening scenario—
a wave of bombings in a large city and the credible rumor of a nuclear “dirty bomb” arriving in the harbor on the 
Fourth of July. With 5,000 shipping containers landing daily, those tasked with protecting the city face agonizing 
logistical and ethical questions: Is an effective search for the bomb possible? Should the threat be made public, or 
would that just cause panic and undermine the investigation? And perhaps the most troubling issue of all—with 
thousands of lives in the balance, how can information be elicited from suspects? Is torture a last resort? The clock is 
ticking.  
 
PANELISTS INCLUDE: 
 
o Richard Clarke, Former senior White House Advisor; Chairman, Good Harbor Consulting LLC; on-air consultant 

for ABC News; and author of Against All Enemies 
o Douglas M. Duncan, County Executive, Montgomery County, Maryland; and former Mayor, Rockville, Maryland 
o Stephen Flynn, Jeane J. Kirkpatrick Senior Fellow for National Security Studies at the Council on Foreign 

Relations; Commander, U.S. Coast Guard (retired); and author, America the Vulnerable 
o Jonathan Freiman, Senior Schell Fellow, Yale Law School; and Attorney, Wiggin & Dana LLP 
o Jamie Gorelick, Former Deputy Attorney General of the United States; Partner, Wilmer, Cutler, Pickering, Hale 

and Dorr LLP; former member of the National Commission on Terrorist Threats Upon the United States (the "9/11 
Commission") 

o Frank Keating, Former Governor of Oklahoma; President and CEO, American Council of Life Insurers; former 
Deputy Treasury Secretary 

o Rob Khuzami, Former federal prosecutor, United States Attorney's Office, Southern District of New York 
o Frank Libutti, Former Undersecretary, Information Analysis and Infrastructure Protection Directorate, 

Department of Homeland Security; and Former Deputy Commissioner, Counter-Terrorism Bureau, New York 
Police Department 

o Dana Priest, National Security Reporter, Washington Post; and analyst for NBC News 
o Warren Rudman, Former Senator, New Hampshire; Of Counsel, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP; 

former Co-Chair, U.S. Commission on National Security/21st Century; and former Chairman, President's Foreign 
Intelligence Advisory Board 

o Nadine Strossen, President, American Civil Liberties Union; and Professor of Law, New York Law School 
o Stuart Taylor, Columnist, National Journal; Contributor, Newsweek; and Nonresident Senior Fellow, The 

Brookings Institution 
o Congressman Bennie Thompson, Mississippi, Ranking Democratic Member, Homeland Security Committee 
o Dale Watson, Former Executive Assistant Director for Counter-Terrorism and Counter-Intelligence, Federal 

Bureau of Investigation; and Principal, Booz Allen Hamilton 
o Ahmed Younis, National Director, Muslim Public Affairs Council; and author, American Muslims: Voir Dire (Speak 

the Truth) 
 
The series website will be located at www.pbs.org/fredfriendly/inthebalance and will go live in late August 2005.  The 
web site, developed by Columbia University Digital Knowledge Ventures, will offer information on the series, including 
a printable version of the viewer's guide, video highlights from the series, links to resources and other original content.  
The companion website to the Fred Friendly programs In the Balance: BioAttack and City Under Siege will also 
feature an interactive scenario challenging web site visitors to think about how they might respond in a terrorist 
attack. 
 
Until August, visit the Fred Friendly Seminars website at www.fredfriendly.org.

 
 
 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE  CONTACT: 
Barbara Margolis 
Executive Director 
Fred Friendly Seminars, Inc. 
2950 Broadway, Suite 101 
New York, NY 10027 
212-854-8995 (Phone) 
212-854-8868 (Fax) 
bmargolis@fredfriendly.org
www.fredfriendly.org

Presented on PBS by Thirteen/WNET New York 
 

This series was supported by a cooperative agreement between the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, The Center for Disease 
Control and Prevention, Association of Schools of Public Health through the Columbia University Mailman School of Public Health;  U.S. 

Department of Homeland Security; BearingPoint, Inc.; Carnegie Corporation of New York and The Century Foundation 
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